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DETAILED ACTION 


Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
1 . The Detailed Description states "the an" on page 8, line 2. The Examiner suggests that "the" 
be deleted for clarity purposes of the sentence. 
Appropriate correction is required. 


The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leung et al. (EP 


Regarding Claim 7, Leung et al. discloses a method of communicating in a cellular 
system claimed as a "hierarchical cellular system". Leung et al.'s method comprises: 

a step for determining a timer value or cell sojourn time as stated in column 1, lines 9-12; 
and column 3, lines 6-12 presents an equation of how the time is determined and repeatedly 
computed; and 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


0701382 Al). 
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a step for using or comparing the timer value or cell sojourn time to hand off the mobile 
unit or wireless unit as stated in column 3, lines 3-5, 39-45. 


Regarding Claim 2, Leung et al. discloses a step of starting a timer or monitoring the cell 
sojourn time of a mobile unit or wireless unit as stated in column 2, lines 23-25; 

Fig 3 a shows the new cell sojourn time of a wireless unit that was triggered by a hand off 
which will stop the timer as stated in column 4, lines 42-46 and as shown in Fig. 2. 

Regarding Claim 5, Leung et al. discloses a step of determining the time a wireless unit is 
to be handed off from one cell to a second cell of the same layer as stated in column 4, lines 


Regarding Claim 4, Leung et al. discloses a step of using or comparing the amount of 
time a wireless unit is within a cell as a timer value or threshold as stated in column 4, lines 


Regarding Claim 5, Leung et al. discloses a step to determine the timer value the wireless 
unit is within a cell as stated in column 2, lines 23-26 and column 3, lines 39-45. 

Regarding Claim 6, Leung et al. discloses a step of determining the timer value as a 
function of time that the wireless unit is within a layer as stated in column 2, lines 23-26 and 
column 3, lines 3-12,39-45. 

Regarding Claim 7, Leung et al. discloses a step of comparing the timer value to a 
threshold and handing off to another layer depending on the comparison as stated in column 
4, line 12-27 and as shown in Fig. 4. 


/ 


16-20. 
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Regarding Claim 8, Leung et al. discloses a step of comparing the timer value to a first 
threshold and handing off to a layer of smaller cells if the timer value is greater than first 
threshold as stated column 4, lines 55-57; column 5, lines 2-4; and as shown in Fig. 4. 

Regarding Claim 9, Leung et al. discloses a step of comparing the timer value to a second 
threshold and handing off to a layer of larger cells if the timer value is less than the second 
threshold as stated in column 4, lines 55-57; column 5, lines 2-4; and as shown in Fig. 4 

Regarding Claim 10, Leung et al. discloses a step of remaining in a current layer if the 
timer value is less than first threshold and greater than second threshold as stated in column 
4, lines 55-58; column 5, lines 1-2,4-7; and as shown in Fig. 4. 

Regarding Claims 11-20, the claims are rejected for the reasons set forth above in the 


rejections of claims 1-10. Claims 1-10 serve as the basis for having claims 1 1-20. The 
processing circuitry of the claims would be inherent. 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

3. Meyer (US 6,175,735) discloses a mobile radio communication system (see Figs. 1 and 2) 
for handing over a call between a base station and a mobile station in dependence on the dwell 
time of the mobile station in a radio coverage area and/or in dependence on the duration of the 
call as stated in column 1, lines 48-50; and as shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5. 

4, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 


Conclusion 
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should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 305-8636. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (703) 305-4379. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-5424. 


WJD,Jr. 

September 5, 2003 



NGUYEN T.VO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 


